
FACT SHEET
The Importance of ‌NOT
Using Climbing Spikes
When Pruning Trees‌

Is your tree care provider using spikes to climb while pruning your trees?
Ouch!

Climbing spikes are sharpened steel spikes attached to the climber’s leg
by leather straps and padded supports. A tree worker should only use
them to access trees being removed. When these 
spikes are used on living trees, it is traumatizing 
to the tree and creates unnecessary damage.

Each puncture from a climbing spike produces a 
certain amount of tree tissue death, though this 
varies from tree to tree. In most cases, isolated 
wounds will seal, but over time, groupings of 
spike holes can cause the entire area on the 
trunk to die back with no chance of recovery. 
This happens when a tree is repeatedly climbed for pruning while using
spikes.

The likelihood of piercing the cambium (living tissue beneath the bark) is
high, even with larger trees and thick bark. If soon after the work is
performed with spikes there is sap oozing from the wounds, the tree is
responding to spike damage. Repeated damage of this type is harmful to
the tree.
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What It Is:

Exceptional
Situations to
Use Climbing

Spikes:

When the tree is being completely
removed.
When branches are more than
throwline distance apart and there
is no other means of climbing the
tree (for example: when there are no
branches lower than 50 feet), with
no access for an aerial lift device or
crane.
If the tree is too close to power
lines and cannot be accessed safely
by other means.
To reach an injured climber.
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Contact:

Green Drop Tree Care
Telephone: 1(833)-928-8733
Email: trees@greendrop.com
URL: https://www.greendroptrees.com/
Winnipeg - Calgary - Red Deer - Edmonton - Regina - Saskatoon


