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What it is:

Ash anthracnose is a fungal disease that commonly affects ash trees. 
This plant disease is caused by a fungus. As fungal spore germinate in the
dampness of spring, and fungal cells grow within newly expanding shoots
and leaves, lesions begin to appear as water-soaked spots. The damage
can be confused with frost damage at first, due to the time of year at
which symptoms begin to manifest, and due to the superficial
appearance of the symptoms. 

Symptoms:

As the damage progresses, the lesions become large and dry brown, tan,
or grey blotches or spots of necrosis (dead cells). Spotted lesions on fully
expanded leaves are often falsely associated with insect feeding injuries.
Leaves become distorted due to healthy tissue expanding near these
dead, dry lesions. Severe infections may result in defoliation (loss of
leaves), and extensive defoliation, year after year, can lead to more severe
cases of dieback on ash trees.
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Prevention:

Rake and dispose of old leaves to prevent re-infection via fungal spores – do not burn the leaves, as this
will also release fungal spores. A fungicidal spray in early spring before bud break, followed by another 1-2

treatments may help prevent infection. This process will likely need to be repeated for several years for
maximum efficacy. Having said this, successful treatment is often difficult and there is no guarantee of

success. Fertilizing helps increase a tree’s vigor, which will help it withstand infection.

Contact
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Green Drop Tree Care
Telephone: 1(833)-928-8733
Email: trees@greendrop.com
URL: https://www.greendroptrees.com/
Winnipeg - Calgary - Red Deer - Edmonton - Regina - Saskatoon


